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The Hamilton Naturalists' Club promotes public interest in the study, 
conservation and appreciation of our natural heritage. Meetings are 
monthly from September to May inclusive and visitors are always welcome. 
Outdoor field events are scheduled for every month and a complete 
listing of the entire season may be obtained from the membership 
secretary. 



A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT 


Welcome new Editor, Marvin Grove and sincere thanks to you for accepting 
this responsibility. The "Wood Duck" is a challenging experience and I hope 
that you will find it a satisfying one as well. Memb ers, we are counting on 
yo u to do your bit to fill the pages. Keep those articles rolling in. 

Welcome too, to John Olmsted who has joined the executive as Conservation 
Director, This, too, is a challenging portfolio and I am counting on you, 
the membership, to lend your support not only in bringing to our attention 
issues in which we should be concerned but also in writing letters whenever 
the need arises. 

Sincere thanks too, to all, who having served on the executive last year, 
have agreed to carry on your duties for the 1931-82 season, Your interest and 
support is appreciated and with your help I hope to make this another' great 
year for theH,N,C., a year full of happy fellowship and exciting learning 
experiences. 

Shirley Klemcnt, our social director, hopes to make the December 14th 
General Meeting a little special. Could you help by donating 2 dozen homemade 
cookies or squares for the coffee hour. If you can, give Shirley a call at 
336-5433 or during office hours at 527-1158. She would appreciate your 
assistance, 

Don%t miss the December meeting. Kay & John Ryckman will be on hand to 
greet you. 

Hazel Broker 

SHORT HILLS, October 4,1981 

by Hazel Broker 

Dave Bradley, the leader on this fall outing, took us to Smithville 
Sewage Ponds as a first stop on a delightful day’s outing. The water level 
was high so no shore birds as we had hoped, A coot, a dozen killdeer in a 
nearby corn field, several song sparrows and dozens of tree swallows dipping 
and diving over the ponds and even darting within inches of us as we watched 
were the only birds in sight. 

At .eMvenna.m, eight of us set out to explore our Short Hills Sanctuary, 

As we walked along Centre Street Pennsylvania Smartweed, Grass-leaved Goldenrod, 
Daisy Fleabane, Yarrow,Canada Goldenrod, Calico Aster,Amethyst Aster and Wild 
Carrot were in bloom. Pokeweed was heavily fruited. 

In the open area on the north side of the property, Grey Goldenrod,Heath 
Aster(Aster pilosus), Smoth Aster, Rough-stemmed goldenrod and the Many-flowered 
Aster(Aster ericoides) were colourful and the red of the Flowering Dogwood 
leaves added a beautiful final touch. We stopped to watch a very pregnant 
female preying mantis as she waited for an unwary insect to come her way. 

The new woodland trail led us down into the valley. Running strawberry 
and White Baneberry were in fruit. We had lunch in a glade under a white pine 
and surrounded by pink Indian Pipe. New Yorlf, Sensitive, Lady,Cinnamon and 
Spinulose Wood Ferns were within sight. Spice bush berries were turning red. 

In the afternoon we explored the "Big Tree" valley on the south side of 
the property. Blue-stemmed Goldenrod, Stoneroot and Beechdrops were along the 
trail. Once again we stood in awe under the tall Cuciumber Magnolia and Tulip 
Trees in the valley. Christmas, Maidenhair, Fragile and Interrupted Ferns were 
found along the way as we made our way over the hill to Metier Street. Witch 
Hazel was just beginning to bloom and sharp eyes spotted a Walking Stick(not 
a wooden one) 

We finished the afternoon in nearby St. John’s Woods Conservation area, 
walking the long trail and adding more flowers and ferns to the day’s list. 
Thanks Dave for an interesting and informative day. 
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DO YOU CARE ABOUT 
THE GYRFALCON ? 


Fifty gyrfalcons are to be trapped in the Northwest 
Territories and shipped to the sheiks of the Middle East 
to play with. • ■ 

This information was reported in Macleans magazine Oct.5 th 
and again in the Sunday Star, October 25 th„ 

It seems the only consideration is money,. The price is 
reported to be $10 3 000 for each bird, which goes to the 
Kitikmeot Inuit Association of Cambridge Bay, N.W.T., who 
catch them. The sheiks pay $50,000 and more to someone in 
between,according to the Sunday Star. 

Federal authorities claim the sale of these birds is a 
Territorial government matter and the Federal government is 
not involved. However, Bruce Duncan, our past director for 
conservation, suggests that an export permit from Federal 
authorities would be required to ship these birds out of the 
country. Therefor Federal control could be exercised at 
that point. 

/ i % , , • f \ \ . | > , , \ r , • 

If you believe, as we do, that gyrfalcons should not 

. I * i * » • I | i 

become a commodity for sal- , you arc urged to exoress yo’ir 

views, to; • 

JOHN ROBERTS, , 

MINISTER OF THE ENVIRONMENT, 
c/o PARLIAMENT BLDGS., 

' • OTTAWA,ONT. '' ■•■■... •" • 

No postage is required to a member of parliament. 

* *-'• , • , I * i ^ I f ' f * I 

A second letter could be sent to; > 

N.M. SIMMONS, ' -■ 

SUPERINTEND ANT OF WILDLIFE,. 

DEPARTMENT OF RENEWABLE RESOURCES, 

GOVERNMENT OF NORTHWEST TERRITORIES, 

YELLOWKNIFE, N.W.T. XIA 2L9 


DRINKING WATER ? 

Ib is said there are over 5-00 chemicals presently in 
the great lakes. Only b-0 of those are tested to determin the 
suitability of the water for human consumption. 


MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING 
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MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING 


Time M ONDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1981 at 8: 00 p.m . j 

Place Royal Botanical Gardens Centre Auditorium j 

680 Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario ! 

Speaker NORMAN RALSTON'S record of flora and fauna of the Republic! 

of South Africa. j 

4 
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Next Meeting - Monday, January 11, 1982 j 


I VISITORS WELCOME 


STAY FOR FELLOWSHIP && REFRESHMENTS 


i 


ONTARIO HERONRY INVENTORY 

In June of 1980 over 100 dantless naturalists braved swamps and 
muck-mires at the height of the insect season to locate and count the 
nests in 104 Great Blue Heron colonies in Ontario. As a result of their 
efforts in this two year program, the Ontario Heronry Inventory(OHI) will 
be in a position to estimate the numbers of breeding Grc&t Blue Herons more 
accurately than ever before. 

i ( r , r , * * 

The objectives of the OHI (a project supported by the Long Point Bird 
Observatory, the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and the Canadian 
Wildlife Service) are to register the size and location of all colonies of 
Great Blue Herons, Black-crowned Night herons, Great Egrets and Cattle 
Egrets in Ontario. The census for 1980-81 was instituted to determine the 
breeding population of the great Blue Heron, by far the most numerous and 
widely distributed colonial heron in Ontario. The census relies heavily 
on volunteers to do the counting, using methods which have been carefully 
tested under expert supervision to ensure that colonies will not be dis¬ 
turbed by inexperienced censusers. 

Although results will be incomplete until the 1981 figures are tabu¬ 
lated, we know that there were 4,625 pairs of Great Blue Herons in the 
colonies censused. Project personnel estimate that the breeding population 
is about 11,800 pairs in the 253 active colonies in the province. They 
believe however, that this could well be an underestimate. Although the 
Great Blue Heron is widely distributed in the province, about 2,900 pairs 
are concentrated in the 44 large colonies south and west of a line from 
Coldwater to Kingston. These large colonies in the south which hold such 
a significant proportion of this species 1 ’ population are particularly 
vulnerable to human impact. 

■ ^ «• i • * v t t * • r h * | t ' ♦ | 

Great Blue Herons seem to prefer nesting in swamps where the censuser 
has to crane his neck to locate the stick nests camouflaged by the dense 
foliage high in the trees. Picture someone trying to count these nests 
in three feet of water and you’ll realize why the instructions suggest 
that insect repellant, hip waders and a dry change of clothes are good 
ideas. 

The 1981 efforts were concentrated in the southern area(described 
above) in the east (newly defined as the area east of a line drawn from 
Arnprior to Gananoque) and in a third area surrounding Lake Nipissing where 
it is hoped that 100% coverage can be obtained. 


t i 
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CLUB FIELD EVENTS DEC.-JAN./ 8 l CLUB FIELD EFENTS 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26 - all day 

Christmas Bird Count - Volunteers are needed for this 
nation-wide annual bird count. There is a small fee of $ 2.00 
for each participant to help defray costs of compiling and 
publishing the results in "American Birda". Please contact 
the compiler, George North, for territories, Burl. 634-5463. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 16, 8-30 a.m. 

Spookey Hollow - Have you seen Spooky Hollow in the 
winter?See SpookyTn a new season. Meet at the parking lot 
at Upper James: & Fennel, Mountain Plaza, Hamilton. Bring a 
lunch. Leaders Bruce Mackenzie, 1-519-659-7328. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 30 , Is 00 p.m. 

South Shore Trails - Winter birds, winter weeds, snow, 
ice and bright sunshine. Enjoy a winter walk. Meet at the 

parking lot by the Children’s Gardens, Oak Knoll Ave, Hamilton. 
Leaderss Mary & Norm Pomfrot. 


NOTICE OF A CHANGE - SPOOKY HOLLOW 

1 ■ ■ ■ - -- ---- , _ 

The outing to Spooky Hollow on Jan.16, 1982 ,willbe a 
hike to explore the delights of our sanctuary in 
winter (not skis or snow shoes please), the sanctuary Committee 
feel that we should not set the example of skiing and snow 

shoing along these trails. Our tracks could encourage many 
others to follow. ' 1 1 1 

Do put a circle around the date and plan to be there. 


WELCOME TO THESE NEW MEMBERS 

Mr.&Mrs. William Bryant,Box 4 53 ? Bobe ay geon, Ont. KOI I IAO 
Mrs. Christine Wysmyk, 58 Florence St. Hamilton,Ont. L 8 R IW 6 
Mr.&Mrs. Michael Wolfe, 90 King St. E., Apt. 4o4, Ham. L 8 G IK7 
Ivars Kops, 355 Glancaster Rd. R.R.#I Ancaster, Ont. L 9 G 3 IC 9 
Mr, A.W. Eaglesham, R.R.#5, Dunnville Ont. NIA 2W4 
Mr.&Mrs. Annti Tuomala, 1204-1964 Main St. W. Hamilton L 8 S IJ5 
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MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING OF MbMEEitb OF TEE HAMILTON 
NATURALISTS' CLbB ? held at the Headquarters of the Royal 
Botanical Gardens, Burlington, Ontario, on Monday, November 9 




Norman Raltson, Vice-President, welcomed the approximately 
150 members and guests. Don Babb and James Dowall were thanked 
for greeting members and Ian Reid and Edward Ellis for provid¬ 
ing the slides for the Foyer screen show. 

3a.vid Agro was presented with the Ross Thompson Trophy 
for the third year in a row. David, a junior member, had 
seen a total of 206 species in 1980.-81, Laurel North presented 
David with a book from George North’s library and with a 
membership in the Jersey Wildlife Trust. David thanked the 
Club and George and Laurel North for all their help and 
encouragement. 

Allen Paterson, the new Director of the Royal Botanical 
Gardens, was a welcome guest and said a few words to the 
members. 

Marion Shivas, Sanctuary Director, reported on finding 
Ministry of Natural Resources personnel removing fish from 
Spooky Hollow in October. Letters of protest have been sent 
to the Ministry and to the Minister. 

Norman Ralston reported that following the Annual Meeting 
in October the new officers of the Club are Hazel Broker, 
President 5 Barbara Reid, Secretary; Verne Evans, Treasurer. 
Other members of the Executive and their portfolios were 
announced. . . ' vl 

It. was announced that on the recommendation of the 
Sanctuary Committee and the Executive that the scheduled 
'Snowshoe and Ski' hike on January 6, 1982 , to Spooky Hollow 
would be a hike without snowshoes and skis. 

Our speaker for the evening, Michael Bradstreet, was 
introduced by Norman Ralston. Michael is a biologist who has 
lived in the Long Point area for many years. His presentation, 
entitled 'Long Point - Lake Erie Wilderness', was a beautiful 
collection of slides showing the varying ecological areas in 
all their moods. From shore line through sand dunes and 
swamps to the different types of forest tracts we 'saw Long 
Point together with its inhabitants - the birds, reptiles 
and flowers. 

Tiie presentation was a subtle mixture of past and present 
with shots of the old buildings of the Long Point Company, 
lighthouses, shipwrecks and people who lived and cared for the 
area, together with modern industry and shipping nearby. 

Michael's telling commentary made us aware of the subtle 
beauty of Long Point and of the pressures it will experience 
in the future. ' 

Marion Shivas thanked Michael for his most sensitive and 
charming presentation. ; : 

Following the program a social hour was enjoyed by 
members and guests. The refreshments were provided by Shirley 
Element and her helpers. ; 


Barbara Reid, Secretary. 



HAMIT,TON NATURALISTS' CLUB EXECUTIVE 1901-82 

President Miss Hazel Broker, 

52 Paisley Ave,, South, Hamilton,Ontario L8S 1V3 

Past President Mr. Robert Curry 

92 Hostein Drive, Ancaster, Ontario L9G 2S/ 

Vice President Mr, Norman Ralston 

& Programme 39 Sunning Hill Avenue, Hamilton,Ontario L8T 1B3 

» . , 

Treasurer Mr. Verne Evans 

2164 Sunnybrook Court,Oakville, Ontario L6L 1P4 

ij i 1 » * • • * . 

Secretary Mrs, Barbara Reid 

2 Mayfair Court, Dundas, Ontario L9H 3P2 

i ’ i 

Membership Mr. Barry Cherriere 

506 - 575 Queenston Road, Hamilton,Ontario L8K 1K1 

Publicity Mr, Bruce Mackenzie 

R. R. #6, Cambridge, Ontario NlR 5S7 

Sanctuary Mrs, Marion Shivas 

18 Rowanwood Avenue, Dundas, Ontario L9H 4E1 

Conservation Mr. John Olmsted 

32 Miles Court, Hamilton, Ontario L8P 4G6 

Wood Duck Mr. Marvin Grove 

Editor 500 Main St., E., Hamilton,Ontario L8N 1K7 

Field Events Mr. Dean Gugler 

189 Winston lace, Hamilton,Ontario I.8S 2S8 

Social Ms. Shirley Klement 

1375 Mountain Grove Road, Burlington, Ontario L7P 


Treasurer 
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Secretary 

Membership 
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Sanctuary 

Conservation 

Wood Duck 
Editor 

Field Events 
Social 


527- 0333 
648-6895 
383-1397 
827-2294 

628-8329 

560-7476 

659-7328 

628-6846 

522-0409 

528- 5633 
528-7169 

2H1 

336-5433 
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SPIDERS IN CQQTES PARADISE 

~ by Mary Pomfret 

The spiders we saw along the path near the obervation 
tower in Cootes Paradise on the Sept,20th Fall Bird Hike 
(see November 1981 "Wood Duck" page 34) were probably 
black and yellow argiope (argiope aurantia). The female 
The female is described as being 3/4- 1 1/8"(male 1/3 her 
size) with legs black with reddish or yellow bands near 
body and abdomen egg-shaped,conspicuously marked with 
yellow or orange on black. It is found among shubbery, 
tall plants and flowers in meadows, and gardens throughout 
our area. The female builds a spiraling vertical orb 
radiating out from the centre to catch small flying insects. 
The male builds a web in the outlying part of the female’s 
, web making a white zigzag band vertically across the middle, 

X The female fills a spherical egg sac up to 1" wide, with 
a tough brown papery cover. The female attaches it to one 
side of the web close to her resting position, then dies. 

\J Eggs hatch in autumn, young overwinter in sac,then disperse 

j/j in spring. 

I (This information was taken from the Audubon Society Field 


1 1 11 \ — —-— • 

—/ I Guide to North American Insects and Spiders.) 
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by Louise Elder 
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THE WAY .07 TIE MULBERRY TREE 


Our native Morus rubra L . has its own way of doing things, 

♦ I’S . * • *, r f 4 * * i r > . * | * 

as I discovered, jabout a year ago. 

There is a mulberry across the street from my apartment, 
and last year I noticed that long after the nearby maples 
were bare, this tree was still green - maybe a yellowish 
green - but it still had plenty of leaves. One night there 
was a hard frost - a "black frost" that; finally killed off 
the cosmos in my garden - and when I looked out the window 
next morning, I was astonished to find the mulberry was 
completely bare, while the cars parked beneath were blanketed 
with its leaves. 

This year I was determined not to miss this phenomenon. 


On the morning of November 10, after a hard frost, I looked 
and saw that while my tree was still in leaf, it was fast 
losing its leaves - they were falling in a steady stream - 
and in two hours it was bare 


i 
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A THANKYOU TO THE 
WOOD DUCK COLLATORS 


COLLATORS NEEDED 
FOR THE WOOD DUCK 


These people collated and 

1 .* I 1 * ‘‘ 

mailed the November issues 
Phylis Vair. 

Chloe ‘Earl 
Joan Forbes • 

Hazel Broker 
Sheila Forbs 

THANKYOU 


For these dates; 
December 28 
January 2 5 
February 22 
Two or three hours is 
required in the 
evening.No special 
skills are needed. 
Contact Marvin Grove 


528-5633 
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BOOK BAGS - A_ GREAT I DEA 

If you have ever had to handle a pair of binoculars, 

, * , • 

a camera and one or two guide books all at one time, you'll 
recognize the problem. Not enough hands.Mary Toplaek has 
neatly solved the problem by making a book bag.It worked so 
well, Mary makes them for others. 

You can get one too for a modest $6.00. Then you can get 
to use that camera. For each bag,Mary keeps one dollar for supplies 
and gives five to the club, another great idea. Call Mary, 627-5641. 




WOMCSHOP DAY - SPOOKY HOJYLOW SANCTUARY - SATURDAY, OCTOBE R 31 , 1981 


Eleven Members responded to the call for assistance at Workshop Day at our 
Club-owned Sanctuary. 


Messrs. Ian Reid. Dave Bradley Dave Bruton, Ed Ellis: and. Barbara, Reid, 
Hazel Broker > Helen Taylor,, M arga.ret MacKenzie, Carmen Duarte. Marie Demone and 
friend Pi™ . on the distaff side. 

< r 1 

We were rewarded with one of the finest days of this 1981 Fall Season, 
and on arrival at the propertygroups were assigned to specific chores , which 
resulted in excellent coverage and repair of trails and/or bridges in needed 

spots ,plus replacement of trail -marking ribbon. Much cordueroying of wet spots 
was accomplished. 

' ■ . ; r v . V . f 1 , •.)*', ; h -ij , . ; . 

Due to the zeal of those present., dear old Spooky approaches Winter in 
fairly good shape: 


How do you say an adequate ^thank you*' to those who responded? I am 
gratefPl indeed to them for 'the done. I am sure they felt as I did. We had 

a, wonderful day in fresh air and sunshine in the peaceful confines of our Nature 
Reserve, and certainly no medicine was required for a fitting sleep on that 
Saturday Night. 


My grateful thanks to those in attendance. It is a little difficult to 
understand why more members of the Club do not feel any obligation in the main¬ 
tenance of our club-owned sanctuaries: 

Marion Shivas, Sanctuary Director 


FOR PLANT ENTHUSIASTS 


by A. RunnelIs 


If you arc in the vicinity of Chatham, Ontario, in the middle 
or latter part of August, it is not difficult to locate three tall 
members of the Composite family that are listed as rare in Canada 
and growing within a very short distance of each other. They are; 


to 2m 
to 2. 5m 
to 1. 5m 


Wingstem (Actinomcris alternifolia) 

Cup Plant (Silphium perfoliatum) 

Gray-headed Coneflower (Ratibida pinnata) __ 

All were in bloom when the location was visited on August 18th. 

To get there, take No. 4o north from Hwy. 401 loading into 
Chatham and before entering the city, turn right on Communication 
Road. Cross the nearby, recently-constructed bridge over the 
Thames River and stop ar the far end of the bridge. To the left 
is a low,•undeveloped area rimmed by the river. 

Also in bloom were Field Thistle (Cirsium discolor), the 
predominant thistle of the Windsor area and a plentitu.de of Ox-eye 
or False Sunflower (Heliopsis helianthoid.es). Cup Plant, Field 
Thistle and Ox-eye may be seen in bloom during the latter port of 
July, 


—l—L. l_i-L.-L.l__L L L L 
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BIRDING AT WINISK 

by A1 McTavish 

Mcllwraith members may be interested in a birding trip that Alan Wormington 
and I took to Winisk the first week in June this year. Winisk is on the 
west coast of Hudson Bay, about as far as you can go north and still be in 
Ontario. It is about 1,000 miles north of London, 

The weather conditions in Winisk in early June are comparable to southern 
Ontario in March, The temperature drops to below freezing at night and rises 
to around 40 degrees F in the daytime. Snow showers at this time of year are 
not uncommon. (It snowed two days we were there.) Snowdrifts remain along 
ridges, and due to spring break-up,immense blocks of ice lie tossed like de¬ 
railed boxcars along the shorelines of the wide and fast-flowing Winisk River. 

The only access to Winisk is by air. . When we arrived ©n June 1st and the 
plane's hatch was opened, we were greeted by a cold blast of polar air and 
warm and friendly smiles of the Gree Indians, Also, a male sharp-tailed 
grouse welcomed us as he perched on a large metal archway which read "Winisk 
AirportHe cooed deeply and displayed his purple neck-sacks. Nearby,his 
mate stealthily tip-toed through the underbrush, A gray Jay skipped on the 
kitchen's eave begging for a handout. Accommodation was available at the 
airport. 

There were plenty of daylight hours to bird. Daybreak was 4:00 a.m. and dusk 
was 11:00 p.m. On June 2nd, Winisk was blessed with very hot weather. It 
must have gone up to 50 degrees F. The birds were quite active. Early in the 
morning a sandhill crane's musical rattle was heard in the distance. Several 
orange-crowned warblers trilled and blackpoll warblers wheezed in the low 
thickets. The short rapid whistles of whimbrel echoed from their nests on 
the tundra. Nearby, a Lincoln's sparrow gurgled loudly, A fox sparrow 
xtfhistled sweetly and clearly from the brush beside the river. 

From her nest in the conifers, a female merlin screamed at her mate as he 
jetted loxtf over the muskeg on near-motionless wings, dressed in his navy-blue 
suit. Yellow rails busily typed their letters in the marsh. 

Short-eared owls were abundant. Several were seen in their butterfly-style 
flight over the open country. Many rough-legged hawks soared and hovered. 

Willow ptarmigan were thought to be abundant. Only two males were encountered 
as they danced on the snowdrifts on their feathered legs and toes. When we 
approached them, they warned us to "Go Back', Go Back!" Smith's longspurs were 
fairly common. The males were quite attractive with their black-and-white 
harlequin faces and orange-yellow breasts. Also, the male lapland longspurs 
were very striking with their black faces and beards, and rusty collars. 

1 ' i 

From the airport, it was four-to-five miles to Hudson Bay, This entailed a 
gruelling two-hour walk wading through bogs, snow, and mud in knee-high rubber 
boots. There was a reward for our tough trek. Hundreds of graceful artic 
terns hovered and plunged headfirst for food. Two hundred red-throated loons 
paraded with upturned bills, streaked hindnecks, and red throat-patches. Hun¬ 
dreds of snow geese migrated overhead. We unsuccessfully searched for a rare 
Ross- goose among them. The horizon was scanned for long-tailed jaegers, to 
no avail. Other birds seen in breeding plumage were artic loon,snow bunting, 
and all three scoter species. New records for the area were Caspian tern, 
redhead and canvasback. 

• if i { , 

About mid-day--the rising tide forced hundreds of shorebirds into the flats 
along Hudson Bay shoreline. Several species appeared highlighted by Baird's 
sandpipers, red knots, northern phalaropes, two hundred white-rumped sand¬ 
pipers, and a stilt sandpiper. Hudsonian godwits and a marbled godwit called 
overhead. Twenty-three species of shorebirds were identified. 

The prize of the day was on our way back in the pouring rain. While trudging 
among some buildings of an old radar site, a wheatear from Greenland or beyond. 



Birding at Winisk (continued) y 

magically appeared, happily wagging his tail. 

Eight-one species were identified, which is probably the highest one-day list 
for the arctic zpne. 


Later in the week, a guide took us by boat along the Winisk River to Hudson Bay 

in the hope that elders or a rare black guillemot might be found,--No luck that 
time, . 

Total bird species for the week was one hundred and four and total miles walked 
was about fifty. Polar bears, seals, or whales were not seen; but, we did see 
one caribou and several lemmings that scurried into the holes of their water¬ 
logged homes on the tundra. 

Going back to when we arrived in Winisk, our first impression was who would 
ever want to permanently live in such a desolate place? No automobiles 1 No 

T.V.l ' ' •' ’ *' 

• i 

Now, back in southern Ontario, we realize that a "new world" was discovered 
where there was peace and freedom that we'll never know here. Did Winisk 
actually happen? or was it a dream? 

(from "The Cardinal"-MeIlwraith Field Naturalists of London Aug.1981 No. 104) 

>!< ^ >\< * ^ >\< 
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GRANTS AVAILABLE FOR BIRD PROJECTS 

The James L, Baillie Memorial Fund for Bird Research and Preservation invites 
applications for grants to support projects on Ontario birds in 1932. 

The fund 1 s aim is to encourage field studies by amateur naturalists and to 
support projects which increase or disseminate knowledge of birds in their 
natural environments or contribute to their preservation. Priority will be 
given to projects which draw on the resources of volunteer naturalists in con¬ 
ducting rield research of fieldwork and to applicants who do not have access 
to other sources of support. 

, • i * i i 

Examples of eligible projects might include (but are not limited to)individual 
or group research by amateur naturalists, distributional or other surveys using 
information contributed by volunteers(e,g, Christmas Bird Counts) and publicatioi 
of local guides or checklists. 

Grants will not normally exceed $750, Applications are due by December 3?-, 1981, 
and should be submitted on forms obtainable from the Secretary, James L.Baillie 
Memorial Fund, c/o Long Point Bird Observatory,P.O.Box 160, Port Rowan,Ontario 
NOE 1M0, , . ... 

The James L. Baillie Memorial Fund approved 10 applications totalling about 
$4,500 in 1981, The Fund is financed in part from the proceeds of the Jim 
Baillie Memorial Bird Count(Baillie Birdathon). Donations to the fund are tax 
deductible and may be sent to the address given above. 





T WHAT GOOD ARE 
BIRDS? WHAT GOOD ARE 
WE? o . . THEY ARE ONE OF 

I I • tf * | 4 < 

THE MOST VIBRANT 
EXPRESSIONS OF LIFE. THEY ARE 
ATTRACTIVE. THEY ARE NATURE'S 

LITMUS PAPER. THEY 'ARE A BUILT-IN 
EARLY WARNING SYSTEM FOR ALL OF US. 


ROGER TORY PETERSON 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 

* ~ - -- - — ■ " » 

• 4 1 4 * • .. • I • •*—' 

Number of species recorded to November 15, 1981 - 273 

■ ■ • i ft i ' -•,*'*'* :. :* • • i • •. yxx 

* - indicates first record for the year 

F - indicates first record for the migration 
L - indicates last record for the migration 

• If* i"i • 1 ^ T * | 4 * ^ 1 t \ 

Common Loon Nov. 8 188 Bay & Lake Ontario McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Red-throated Loon Oct. 18F 1 Lake at McNeilly Road McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Nov. 1 1,1 Guelph L & Van Wagner 1 s McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Nov. 8 2 Fifty Point, Winona Dave Fiddler 

N ov. 8 1 Lake at Oakville Denys Gardiner 

Red-necked Grebe Oct. 11F 1 Woodland Cemetery Chauncey & Sarah Wood 

H orned Grebe Oct. 18 65 Gray's Rd to 50 Ft. McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Dble-cr. Cormorant Oct. 11 3 Fifty Point, Winona McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Great Blue Heron 0ct.l8;21 10; 28 Woodland; Dundas Marsh T. Reids; Finlayson 

Green H eron Nov. 1 2 Van Wagner's Beach McLaughlin, "Waldhuber 

Black-crowned Nov. 1 1 Bronte Harbour Mark Jennings 


Night H eron 

N cv. 

1, 7 

4, 2 Van Wagner's Beach 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Mute Swan 

Nov. 

8 . 

4 Br.nte H arbour 

Mark Jennings 

Canada Goose 

Oct. 

17 

155 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

. 

Nov. 

15 

120 Dundas Marsh 

Bob Finlayson 

Brant 

Oct. 

22 # 

1200 Dundas Marsh 

Bob Finlayson 

Gadwall 

Oc t. 

17 

52 University Landing 

Bob Finlayson 

Pintail 

Nov. 

8 

4 East e nd of Bay 

Rick Snider 

Green-winged Teal 

Nov.7;8 

36 ; 40 Dundas Marsh; E Bay 

M. Clark; R. Snider 

Northern Shoveler 

Nov. 

8 

6 East end of Bay 

Rick Snider 

Wood Duck 

Oct.17:29 

1; 2 Dundas Marsh; Oakville 

M. Clark; Don Gunn 

Redhead 

Oct. 

25 

4 East end of Bay 

Michael Clark 

Ring-necked Duck 

Oct. 

11 

5 Smithville Lagocns 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Canvasback 

Oct. 

31 F 

12 North shore of Bay 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Greater Scaup 

Oct. 

25 

1200 East end of Bay 

Michael Clark 

Common Goldeneye 

Oct. 

24F 

20 North Shore of Bay 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Bufflehead 

Oct. 

17F 

2 Confederation Park 

Kevin McLaughlin 

White-wing. Scoter 

Oct. 

24 

1 Woodland Cemetery 

Michael Clark 

Surf Scoter 

Oct. 

17 

1 Confederation Park 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Hooded Merganser 

Oct. 

24 

20 Woodland Cemet-ry 

Kovin McLaughlin 

C omnicn Me rgan se r 

Oct. 

24 

3000 West end of Bay 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Red-br. Merganser 

Nov. 

1 

700 West end of Bay 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Turkey Vulture 

Oct. 

24 

1 Dundas Marsh 

McLaughlin, Ch. Wood 

Goshawk 

Oct. 

24 

1 Woodland Cemetery 

D. Pewe 11 s; M. Clark 


Oct. 

28 

1 University Landing 

Bob Finlayson 


Nov. 

1 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Sharp-shinned. Hawk 

Oct. 

24 

1 Woodland Cemetery 

Michael Clark 

Cooper's Hawk 

Nr v. 

8 

1 Shell Park, Brmte 

Mark Jennings 

Red-tailed Hawk 

Nov. 

2 

15 North Shv:,re Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Red-shoulder. Hawk 

Nov. 

2 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Rough-legged Hawk 

Nov. 

1 

6 Britannia Read 

Bob Westmcre 

Golden Eagle 

Oct. 

24 

1 imrn. R.B.G. Arboretum 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Nov. 

7 

1 ad. Woodland Cemetery 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Marsh Hawk 

Oct. 

14 

3 Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Bruce Duncan 

• 

Nov. 

7 

1 Woodland Cemetery 

McLaughlin, Clark 

Osprey 

Oct. 

20 

1 Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Bruce Duncan 

Black Gyrfalcon 

Nov. 

7F 

1 In over lake, Grimsby 

Jack Mclnally 

Ring-neck.Pheasant 

Oct. 

25 

2 Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Bruce Duncan 
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Virginia Rail 

Oct. 

22 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Bcb Finlaysen 

Common Gallinule 

Oct.11: 25 

1, 1 Dundas Hydro; Bronte 

McLaughlin; Jennings 

Semipal. Plover 

Oct. 

31 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Killdeer 

Oct. 

24 

150 Dundas Mrrsh 

Cl^rk, McLaughlin 

Am. Golden Plcver 

Oct. 

25 

1 Tcligates Pond 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Black-bellied Plover Oct 

. 25 

1 Tailgates Pend 

Kevin McLaughlin 

American Woodcock 

Nov. 

4 

1 Coldstream Volley 

Bob Finlays:.n 

Spotted Sandpiper 

Oct. 

17 

1 Confederation Park 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Greater Yellcwlegs 

N ov. 

7 

3 N share Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Lesser Yellowlegs 

Nov. 

7 

4 N she x e Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Pectoral 

Oct. 

24 

2 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Sandpiper 

Nov. 

8 

1 Shell Pend, Brrnte 

Mark Jennings 

Dunlin 

Oct. 

24 

800 Dundas Marsh 

McLaughlin; Ch. Wcod 


Nov. 

7 

ISO Dundas Marsh 

Michael Cl*rk 

Stilt Sandpiper 

Oct o 

24 

2 Dundas Marsh 

McLaughlin, Ch. Weed 

. 

Oct. 

28 

1 Dundas Marsh 

B'"-b Finlay sen 

Semipal. Sandp. 

Oct. 

24 

110 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Parasitic Jaeger 

Oct. 

11 

2-Lake at Grimsby 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Gt. Black-back. GullNcv. 

7 

7 ■Woodland Cemetery 

Michael Clark 

Lesser Black-b. Gull Nov 

. 8” 

1 East end of Bay 

Gerald Whitworth 

Little Gull 

Oct. 

17 

1 Dundas Marsh 

‘Kevin McLaughlin 

Black-1. Kittiwake 

Nov. 

11* 

1 Fifty Point, Winona 

R. Curry, J. Olmsted 

Common Tern • 

Ncv. 

2 

1 Lake at 40-mi. Ck, GrimSbyrge Meyers 

Snowy Owl 

Ncv. 

8F 

1 Fifty Point, Winona 

Thelma Whitworth, D. Fidd 

i r* * i i 

Nov. 

8 

1 Oakvill e 

fide Don Gunn 

Long-eared Owl 

Nov. 

15 

1 Dundas dump 

Bcb Finlayson 

Saw-whet Owl 

Oct. 

17 

1 U. Middle Read 

Mark Jennings 


Oct. 

24 

1 Spencer Ck. at Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Pileated 

Oct. 

10 

1 Lynden 

Rcdney Clark 

Woodpecker 

Oct .25: 30 

1, 1 Ccpetcwn; Dundas V. C 

.AW. Campbell; T. Reids 

Y .-b. Sapsucker 

Oct .2 

; 11 

1, 1 Hwy. 8; Dundas Marsh 

T. Reids; McLaughlin 

Eastern Phoebe 

Oct. 

17 

1 Upper Middle Read 

Mark Jennings 

Least Flycatcher 

Oct. 

17L 

1 Upper Middle Read 

Mark Jennings 

Black-c, Chickadee 

Oct. 

31 

60 Dundas Marsh 

Michael•Clark 

Boreal Chickadee 

Ncv. 

2* 

1 Sulphur Springs 

Gary Rousseau 

r 

Nov. 

8 

1 Cedar Springs 

John Olmsted 

House Wren 

Oc t. 

17 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Winter Wren 

Nl-V. 

9 

2 Dundas Marsh willows 

Bob Finlaysen 

Carolina Wren 

Oct. 

22 

1 Dundas Marsh willows 

Bob Finlaysen 


Oct. 

25-Nrv 

.1 1 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Long-b. Marsh Wren 

Nov. 

1 

2 Bull 1 s'point 

B<b Finlaysen 

Northern 

Oct. 

8-.. 

8 1 Highland Sec. School 

Bill Campbell 

Mr ckingbird 

Ncv. 

1 

1 Bull’s Pcint 

Bob Finlaysen 

Gray Catbird 

Oct. 

20 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

H ermit Thrush 

Nov. 

14 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma P< well 

Eastern Bluebird 

Oct. 

20 

4 Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Bruce Duncan 

• i j V, 

Nov. 

to 

** 

i—1 

3 Dundas Marsh willows 

M. Clark; Rick Snider 

| i J ‘ 

Ncv. 

9 

2 Beamer Cons. Area 

George Meyers 

B.-g. Gnatcatcher 

Ncv. 

1 

1 Shoreacres 

McLaughlin, 'Waldhuber 

Golden-crowned 

Oct. 

24 

2; 10 Dundas; North Sh/re 

M. Clark; D. Powells 

Kinglet 

Oct. 

26 

1 Oakville 

Donald R. Gunn 


Nov. 

1 

7 Nfrth Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Pc.well 

Water Pipit 

N ov. 

1 

2 Spring Creek 

Michael Clerk 


Nov. 

7 

2 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Cl*rk 

Cedar 'Waxwing 

Oct o 

25 

10 Slote Rd. Copete wn 

Bill Campbe 11 • 

» 

Oct. 

31 

13 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 
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Northern Shrike 

Oct. 

25F 

1 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 


Nov. 

1 

1 Valley Inn 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 


Nov. 

8 

1 29 Skyline Dr., Dundas 

Michael Clark 

Nashville warbler 

Oct. 

25 

1 Bronte Harbour • 

Mark Jennings 


Nov. 

1 

1 Valley Inn 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Myrtle Warbler 

Oct. 

30 

9 Hwy. 8 above Dundas 

Tom & Anne Reid 


Oct. 

31 

150 Dundas Marsh willows 

Bob Finlayson 


Nov. 

8 

2 Bronte Harbour 

Mark Jennings 

Ba y -br. Warbler 

Nov. 

2L 

1 7Bedford Pk Dr Grimsby 

George Meyers 

Western Palm 

Oct. 

11 

1 Kelson Ave. Winona v 

Kelvin McLaughlin 

Warbler 

Oct. 

17 

1 Upper Middle Road 

Mark Jennings 

Ovenbird 

Oct. 

17 

1 Upper Middle Road 

Mark Jennings 

Com. Y ellowthroat 

Nov. 

1 

1 Bull f s Point 

Bob Finlayson 

Bobolink 

Oct. 

25L 

1 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Red-winged 

Oct. 

24 

850 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark . , 

Blackbird 

Oct. 

22 

5000 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Common Grackle 

Oct. 

22 

5000 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 


Nov. 

8 

1 7 Bedford Pk Dr Grimsby George Meyers 

Indigo Bunting 

Nov. 

1L 

1 R.B.G. Boathouse 

Bob Finlayson 

Evening Grosbeak 

Oct. 

11F 

5 Dii nd .aMarsh willows 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Oct. 

17 

2 Grassies tupelo swamp 

George Meyers et al. 


Nov. 

8 

17 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Purple Finch 

Nov. 

1 

1 Dundas Valley Trails 

Michael Clark 

• 

Nov. 

2 

10 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

House Finch 

Oct. 

29 on 

1 Oakville 

Donald R. Gunn 

* 

Nov. 

8 

4 Oakville 

Donald R. Gunn 

Pine Grosbeak 

Oct. 

28F 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

) • » * 

Nov. 

1 

9 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

s~ 

Nov. 

8 

5 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 


Nov. 

10 

10 Cedar Springs 

John Olmsted 


Nov* 

14 

1 Fifty Point, Winona 

Chaimcey Wood et al. 

Common Redpoll 

Oct. 

29F 

6 Flamborough Downs 

Bob Westmore 

1 V* • 1 

Nov. 

7 

1 Oakville 

Don Gunn 

Pine Siskin i ' 

Oct. 

20 

40 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

<, • f • , 

Oct. 

25 

10 Bedford Pk Dr Grimsby 

George Meyers 

f 

Oct. 

31 

20 N shore Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

, ,i • i 

Nov. 

4 

21 H wy. 8 above Dundas 

Tom & Anne Reid 

White-winged 

Oct. 

25 

1 dead in parking lot 

Lydia Hamilton 

Crossbill 

Nov. 

1 

28 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Rufous-sided 

Oct. 

19 

1 Oakville 

Don Gunn 

Towhee 

Oct. 

29 

1 Forsythe Ave. N. 

Bob Westmore 

' • i . , i 

Nov. 

1 

1 Bull 1 s , Point 

Bob Finlayson 

Savannah Sparrow 

Nov. 

1 

1 R.B.G. Lath House 

Bob Finlayson 

Chipping Sparrow 

Nov. 

1 

1 Woodland Cemetery 

McLaughlin , Waldhuber 


Nov. 

6 

1 Oakville 

Don Gunn 

Field Sparrow 

Nov. 

2 

1 Oakville 

Don Gunn - . 

White-crowned Sp. 

Nov. 

1 

2 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

White-throated 

Oct . 

24 

12 Hwy. 8 above Dundas 

Tom & Anne Reid 

Sparrow 

Oct . 

28 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Fox Sparrow 

Oct . 

19 

1 Oakville 

Don Gunn ; , 

Snow Bunting 

Oct . 

18F 

36 Fifty Point, Winona 

Diane Whitworth 


Oct . 

24 

3 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

# 

Nov. 

7 

80 Woodland Cemetery , 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Nov.8 

, 11 

9; 30 H am. Beach; Fifty Pt. 

R. Snider; J. Olmsted 


Please send your bird records by the 10th of the month to George V/. N orth, 
857 Eagle Drive, Burlington, Ont., L7T 3A3; or phone 634-5463 
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